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1. A Bible-Centered Ministry: 2 Timothy 3:1-4:8

Perhaps the concrete was cold and the floor was wet from his tears. Perhaps the
sun had set and the prison cell had grown dark. No visitors were there that day.
His dungeon was home to only a few rats and spiders, and no one else. The
apostle Paul’s days were drawing to a close. Within days perhaps, he would be
led from his prison cell and made to kneel in the dirt while the charge of treason
was read out by the court official. The sword would be raised, the blade would
flash in the sunlight, and his head would be removed from his body.

But Paul was not afraid. He had no regrets. He had been a faithful servant of
Jesus Christ. He had finished his course. He had run the race. He had kept the

faith. There was laid up for him a crown that would never fade and a reward that he would never lose.

His thoughts turned to his young son in the faith, Timothy. Paul knew he
would never see Timothy’s face again in this life. He had important parting
words to give him: words of wisdom, words tested and found true in the
crucible of persecution and the furnace of affliction, words he wanted to
leave ringing in Timothy’s ears. So he would write his final letter, the
epistle we find in our Bibles, called 2 Timothy.

This is what Paul said to Timothy: “But understand this, that in the last
days there will come times of difficulty. 2 For people will be lovers of self,
lovers of money, proud, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their parents,
ungrateful, unholy, 3 heartless, unappeasable, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not loving good, 4 treacherous,
reckless, swollen with conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God” (2 Tim 3:1, ESV).

The situation in Paul’s day was bleak. He describes these as “times of difficulty”. He describes people as ungrateful,
unholy, unloving, unappeasable, unforgiving, savage slanderers, and lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God

This certainly describes our day as well. This is the world in which we live. This is the world in which we minister. This is
the world of the Roma today. The situation in our day is analogous to the situation in Paul’s day. And the solution is the
same.

Listen to Paul’s challenge to young Timothy here. Paul had chosen Timothy as his ministry partner and groomed and
mentored him for this role. Paul had then left Timothy behind to continue the ministry which Paul had begun. Now, Paul is
coming to the end of his life and tells Timothy to stand firm.



He says: “14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned
it 15 and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for
salvation through faith in Christ Jesus” (2 Tim 3:14-15, ESV).

Paul reminds Timothy of “the sacred writings”, the Scriptures. In the midst of turmoil and in the middle of ministry
challenges, obstacles and setbacks, Paul reminds Timothy of the value of the sacred Scriptures:
“as for you, continue in what you have learned” (v. 14); “you have been acquainted with the sacred writings” (v. 15).

My topic this morning is “Bible-Centered Ministry”. In all that we do, the Bible, the Sacred Writings, the Scriptures must
remain central. There is no more sure foundation than God’s Word. He inspired it, he breathed it out, and it is truth. A
ministry built on human speculation or cleverness will eventually fail. It may impress in the beginning, it may seem to
bring results, but in the end it will crumble and fall. There is only one sure foundation, and that is the Word which God has
spoken.
Let’s look at this in more detail. Let’s talk about “Why Ministry to the Roma should be Bible-Centered”

2. Why Ministry to the Roma Should be Bible-Centered
A. The Scriptures are the only infallible source of truth.

“16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in
righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work” (2 Tim 3:16-17, ESV). The Bible is
God’s Word, breathed out. He inspired the writers of Scripture and gave them his words. It is the only infallible source of
truth. The lives we touch, the churches where we minister, and the families of which we are members will only be strong,
solid and secure if they are built on the Scriptures.

The 19th century Baptist preacher from London, Charles Spurgeon, said “Bible study is the metal that makes a Christian.
This is the strong meat on which holy men are nourished. This is that which makes the bone and sinew of men who keep
God’s way in defiance of every adversary.”

When we base our actions, beliefs and ministries on personal opinion, on the techniques and methods of even the most
outwardly successful pastor or missionary, we are on dangerous ground. It is thin ice on which we skate. It is a hidden pit,
thinly covered by leaves. One false step, and we go down. But when we base our actions, beliefs and ministry on the

Scriptures, we are on a firm foundation. We stand not on shifting sand, but on solid
rock.Or to use another of Spurgeon’s analogies, it is a safe harbor: “The Bible is a harbor
where I can drop down my anchor, feeling certain that it will hold.”

The Lord Jesus said, “24Everyone then who hears these
words of mine and does them will be like a wise man
who built his house on the rock. (Mat 7:24, ESV). God’s

word, and God’s word alone, is reliable and trustworthy. “5Every word of God proves
true; he is a shield to those who take refuge in him.6 Do not add to his words, lest he
rebuke you and you be found a liar” (Prov 30:5-6, ESV). “6 The LORD's words are
absolutely reliable. They are as untainted as silver purified in a furnace on the ground,
where it is thoroughly refined” (Ps 12:6, NET).

B. The Scriptures transform lives.

We see this in the passage we looked at before, 2 Tim 3:16-17. “16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, equipped
for every good work” (2 Tim 3:16-17, ESV). God gave us his word for our and others’ profit. His word teaches us. It



reproves us when we go astray. It teaches us the right path to go on. It trains us to be righteousness. It makes us mature,
and complete, so we are prepared for every good work.

As I look at my Roma friends in Eastern Europe, I often see
hopelessness. I see them living in poverty. I see them getting drunk,
and wasting their paychecks, abusing their wives and children. I see
them turning to fortune tellers or relying on amulets and spells to keep
evil influences away. I see them yelling and cursing each other. I see
them hitting their children, calling them names, tearing them down. I
see them begging in the streets. But this can change.

God’s word can change lives. God has given us his word for our good. It
corrects us when we hit our wives and beat our children. It tells us that
that is not the way to go. It trains us in righteousness. It teaches us to

work diligently: “Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let him labor, doing honest work with his own hands, so that he
may have something to share with anyone in need” (Eph 4:28, ESV). It shows us how to live, not with hatred and cursing,
arguing and fighting, gossiping, accusing and slandering. Rather it teaches us that “Love is patient and kind; love does not
envy or boast; it is not arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6 it does not
rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth” (1 Cor 13:4-6, ESV).

God uses his Word to transform us, to make us fit for every good work. His Spirit uses his Word to produce fruit: “But the
fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control…”  (Gal 5:22-23,
ESV). God uses the Scriptures to transform lives. You have no promise from God that he will use something else. He has
given us his word and promised that it is a solid and firm foundation.

I love the story of Gipsy Smith. He was born in a wagon to heathen
parents, but God reached down and transformed his life. As Alexander
McClaren says in his preface to Gipsy Smith’s book: “The life told in this
book has its picturesque and its pathetic side, but it is worthy of study for
deeper reasons than these. It witnesses to the transforming power of
Jesus Christ entering a soul through that soul’s faith. A gipsy encampment
is the last place whence an evangelist might be expected to emerge.” God
transforms lives. He transforms Roma lives.

Paul gave this charge to Timothy: “1 I charge you in the presence of God
and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by his
appearing and his kingdom: 2 preach the word…” (2 Tim 4:1, ESV). That is our charge. God has given us his word and the
injunction to proclaim it. This is not a popular message. There are many who would much rather preach something else
than God’s word. There are the Joel Olsteens of this world, who tickle ears rather than tremble at God’s word.

We are to preach the Word of God which transforms lives. In 1838, John
Hunt went to Fiji, an island in the south Pacific. He was horrified to find that
2/3 of all children there were boiled and eaten. The people were cannibals
and the island was full of wickedness. The people of Fiji told John Hunt to
leave, but he refused. He translated the New Testament into Fijian and
preached the word. Eventually, revival swept through the queen’s village
and even the wicked king confessed faith in Christ. Much of Fiji was
transformed, and today 25% of Fiji is evangelical and they are sending out
missionaries to other parts of the world. The Scriptures transform lives.



The Bible changes lives. Gipsy Smith tells the story that after his father came to Christ, he kept
looking in the mirror at himself. “He felt so new inside, that he was sure he must look new outside…
Christ makes new men and a new creation”. Gipsy Smith said of his father, “Our first idea of God
came from father’s beautiful life in the gipsy tent – a life which was like the blooming of a flower
whose beauty won us all.’”

What does Paul tell Timothy in our passage? “2 preach the word; be ready in season and out of
season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and teaching. 3 For the time is coming
when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit
their own passions, 4 and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths” (2 Tim 4:2-3).

C. We will be held accountable for how we minister.

God’s wrath is hanging over the heads of these imposters, and his judgment will soon fall. He will resist those who are
proud and build their kingdoms on their own words. But he will abide with the one who is humble and contrite, and
trembles at His word. “ 2 …But this is the one to whom I will look: he who is humble and contrite in spirit and trembles at
my word” (Isa 66:2, ESV). Do our hearts tremble at God’s Word? Do we feel the awesome weight of responsibility, not to
share our own opinions, our thoughts, our ideas, but the very words of God?

“Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you know that we who teach will be judged with greater
strictness” (James 3:1, ESV). One day you will stand before the white hot throne of Almighty God, and you will be held to
account for what you have done. “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may
receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil” (2 Cor 5:10, ESV). Did you give the Roma the
Word of God? Or did you entertain or attract them with the words of men?

D. Jesus’ ministry was centered on Scripture.

When the Son of God himself was tempted by Satan in the wilderness, he responded with the Scriptures. “4 But he
answered, ‘It is written, "Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God”'" (Matt
4:4, ESV). “Jesus said to him, ‘Again it is written’” (Matt 4:7, ESV). “Then Jesus said to him, ‘Be gone, Satan! For it is
written’” (Matt 4:10, ESV). Jesus’ ministry was centered on Scripture. When tempted, he relied on God’s Word. “It is

written … It is written … It is written.”

Jesus publicly read and taught the Scriptures. “16 And he came to Nazareth, where he
had been brought up. And as was his custom, he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath
day, and he stood up to read. 17 And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him.
He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written” (Luke 4:16-17, ESV).
Jesus read the Scriptures. He used the Scriptures. He taught the Scriptures. His was a
ministry centered on Scripture.

E. The apostles’ ministries were centered on Scripture.

The apostles knew the enduring power of the Scriptures. Peter said, “23 since you have been born again, not of perishable
seed but of imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God; 24 for ‘All flesh is like grass and all its glory like the
flower of grass. The grass withers, and the flower falls,25 but the word of the Lord remains forever.’ And this word is the
good news that was preached to you.” (1 Pet 1:23-25, ESV). Peter knew that the Scriptures give a sure foundation. They
are steadfast and true; they are sure and they remain.



This is not a game. We are not toying with words here. This is the
Word of Almighty God. As Moses said, “This is your life” and as
Peter said, ”19 And we have the prophetic word more fully
confirmed, to which you will do well to pay attention as to a lamp
shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star
rises in your hearts, 20 knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of
Scripture comes from someone's own interpretation. 21 For no
prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke
from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit” (2 Pet
1:19-21, ESV).

Peter’s ministry was based on the Scriptures. He knew that the
Scriptures were reliable. That they did not originate from men and that they were not produced by the will of men.
Rather, God spoke these words. The Holy Spirit carried along the writers to write God’s word.

Brothers and sisters, we must pay close attention to these words. We minister in dark places. Many Roma live in moral
degradation. But God’s word is like a lamp shining in the dark. God’s Word dawns like a new day. God’s word is like the
morning start rising in our hearts.

F. We have Old Testament examples.

The Old Testament priest Ezra is an outstanding example of a ministry centered on the Scriptures. “6 this Ezra went up
from Babylonia. He was a scribe skilled in the Law of Moses that the LORD, the God of Israel, had given, and the king
granted him all that he asked, for the hand of the LORD his God was on him…. 10 For Ezra had set his heart to study the Law
of the LORD, and to do it and to teach his statutes and rules in Israel.” (Ezra 7:6, 10 ESV) “And all the people gathered as
one man into the square before the Water Gate. And they told Ezra the scribe to bring the Book of the Law of Moses that
the LORD had commanded Israel. 2 So Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly, both men and women and all
who could understand what they heard, on the first day of the seventh month. 3 And he read from it facing the square
before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the women and those who could
understand. And the ears of all the people were attentive to the Book of the Law” (Ezra 8:1-3, ESV).

God raised up Ezra to read and teach his Word. The Israelites had been in captivity for 70 years because of their sins. No
doubt many had forgotten what God’s word said.  The people needed a “scribe
skilled in the Law” to teach them how to live. Ezra called the people back to God and
to the source of truth, His Word.

As a Bible college student in America, I used to listen to called a radio broadcast
called “Back to the Bible.” I love the challenge that we find in this name. We are to
call people again and again, back to the Bible. Ezra did it and he has set an example
for us to follow.

There are many other Old Testament examples, such as Joshua, Solomon and Josiah,
but we don’t have time to look at all of them this morning. But let me mention one more: David. David loved God’s word
and centered his life on it.

“Give me understanding, that I may keep your law and observe it with my whole heart. (Psa 119:34, ESV). “I will lift up my
hands toward your commandments, which I love, and I will meditate on your statutes. (Psa 119:48, ESV). “72 The law of
your mouth is better to me than thousands of gold and silver pieces. 73 Your hands have made and fashioned me; give me
understanding that I may learn your commandments” (Psa 119:72-73, ESV).



David was a warrior and a military strategist. He knew how important is was for soldiers to know the instructions of their
commanders and to follow their orders. A soldier must keep in contact with his commander and know what he is being
told to do.

I’m reading a book, “Band of Brothers” which tells of the exploits of an American army platoon in the second World War.
Time and again it mentions the importance of staying in radio contact with the commander. Troops who lose contact with
their commanding officers can be cut off and destroyed if they do not know what their orders are.

The Bible contains our marching orders. They tell us what our Great Commander wants us of. And if we forget them or
wander away and neglect his Word, we are in great danger indeed.

G. God’s word is our delight.

Once again, David is our example to follow. He loved God’s word. He panted for it. He longed for it. He cried for it. He
meditated on it. Listen to these verses from Psalm 119 as he expresses his delight for God’s Word. “16 I will delight in your
statutes; I will not forget your word. 35 Lead me in the path of your commandments, for I delight in it. 47 for I find my
delight in your commandments, which I love. 92 If your law had not been my delight, I would have perished in my
affliction. 93 I will never forget your precepts, for by them you have given me life. 97 Oh how I love your law! It is my
meditation all the day. 103 How sweet are your words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth! 111 Your testimonies
are my heritage forever, for they are the joy of my heart. 127 Therefore I love your commandments above gold, above fine
gold. 148 My eyes are awake before the watches of the night, that I may meditate on your promise. 162 I rejoice at your
word like one who finds great spoil. 174 I long for your salvation, O LORD, and your law is my delight” (ESV).

We delight in God’s word. The 17th century English Puritan, Thomas Manton, once said, “If you love God, you cannot but
love his word, which is so perfect a representation of him. If you love holiness, you [will] delight in the word…. If you love
life and happiness, you [will] delight in the word; this is the way that lead[s] us to so blessed and glorious an estate.” God’s
word is our joy and delight. We want it to be the center of our ministry.

3. How to Have a Bible-centered Ministry.

So, we see the importance of having a Bible-centered ministry. Let’s switch gears and talk about application. How can we
have a Bible-centered ministry?

A. We must have God’s Word in the heart language of the people.

The Bible is God’s Word and the only source of lasting spiritual transformation. The
ministry with which we serve, Roma Bible Union, is built on three simple foundations: 1)
social transformation, 2) the Bible, and 3) literacy. We believe that social transformation
can become a reality for all Roma and we are committed to seeing that come to pass
through Bible translation (and distribution), and Bible-based literacy.

When God’s word comes to a society in the heart language of the people, when people
hear it and are also taught to read it for themselves, that society can be gloriously
redeemed. However, the Bible we bring to those communities must be in the heart
language of the people.

There are 12-16 million Roma living in Europe and western Eurasia. Many of them would consider their heart language to
be the language of the country in which they currently live, such as Hungarian, Croatian, Serbian, Bulgarian, Romanian,
etc. For them, the Bible has already been translated and we can move on to the question of how to best distribute and



use the Scriptures in these languages. And we will talk about that shortly. But let me back up for a moment and speak
about the remaining need for Bible translation for Roma.

The 12-16 million Roma in Europe are quite often bilingual. Yet for many their heart
language is not the national language of the country where they live, but a Romani dialect.
By heart language, we mean the language which most clearly and powerful communicates
to the individual. A person may be multi-lingual, but there is usually one language which
speaks to them most powerfully, emotional and clearly. This is their heart language.

There is a Roma family who comes to our house here in Budapest from time to time to
beg. As we can, we give them food, toys, clothes, etc. We’ve also given them Christian
literature in Hungarian since they said they can read Hungarian. But the other day when
they came by, I also brought out the Bible in the Lovari Romani dialect. When I read to them John 14:6 in Lovari, the wife’s
face lit up and she said, “Beautiful.” It is the only time I have ever seen her smile.

A person’s heart language is a powerful, powerful tool. After living in Bosnia for 15 years,
I understand, speak, read and write Bosnian. My ministry there was done in Bosnian day
in and day out and I did business in Bosnian, but English is still my heart language. There
is something indescribable about worship and Bible reading in English for me.

There is a team who are translating the Bible into German Sinti. The Roma they were
working with were used to reading the Bible in German. However, when they saw the
German word for “unclean” in the Bible, they assumed that it mean “not dirty.” But of

course in the Bible “unclean” refers to being “ritually impure”, unacceptable by God’s standards, and does not mean
“physically dirty”. They had a perfect word in Sinti for that, a word that means “ritually impure” and when the translators
used that term, the lights went on. Those Sinti Roma understood what the Bible meant.

Don’t let anyone ever tell you that a Roma language is any less valuable than a more-widely spoken language, such as
English, Croatian or Romanian. Every language has its own power and beauty. Every language can express the heart cry of
man, and every language can express God’s message to that man’s heart. There is nothing inherently superior about
speaking or reading the Bible in what is called a majority language, like Hungarian, Bulgarian or Albanian. There is no need
to ever be ashamed of one’s mother tongue and no need to ever be afraid to speak your Romani dialect. Every language is
unique and precious and God speaks every language in the world.

There are some 88 Romani dialects spoken in 32 countries in Europe
and western Eurasia (and that number rises to over 40 if we count
semi-autonomous regions separately). Of the 88 Romani dialects, to
our knowledge only two have the whole Bible, five have the New
Testament and six more have portions of Scripture. So there is a
great need still for Bible translation into numerous Romani dialects.

Unfortunately, to date Roma Bible translation work has for the most
part been sporadic and uncoordinated. It is difficult to know which
dialects need translation. And where Bible translation work has been
done, it is very challenging to locate these translations for
distribution, and to know in which areas the particular dialects are
used. Printing and storage costs are often prohibitive as well. It is a
far greater task than any one organization can complete alone. We recognize that we must partner together in our
common commitment to get God’s Word into numerous Roma dialects.

We agree with the goal which has been set that in just 10 years, by 2025, that Bible translation will have begun in every
language in the world which needs it. This is a worthy goal that includes all the Romani dialects which need Bible
translation as well. We send out the challenge to make this next decade, 2015-2015, “the Decade of the Book,” where we



pour our prayers and energies into getting God’s Word to the Roma, that they may have it in their heart language, hear it,
read it and obey it.

In order to help see this goal accomplished, Roma Bible Union has launched a new
initiative, the Roma Bible Society. This is a virtual (rather than brick-and-mortar)
Bible society with a specific focus on Roma Bible translation, committed to helping
all of us complete the task of Bible translation for the Roma in Europe and western
Eurasia. Let me outline the task before us in Bible translation for the Roma.

B. Necessary steps in Roma Bible translation

1. Research and field survey work.

The first step is finding out which dialects are spoken as heart languages in which geographic areas. This needs
to be done in two ways.

a. Research

A large amount of research has been done by the secular world in studying
Romani dialects. Many reports and findings have been published in
monographs (books), journal articles, research archives and university
databases. The problem is that much of this information is hard to find, expensive to buy, and written in a
technical fashion and in various archives which make it hard for the average person to find and interpret.

We need volunteers to survey and cull this literature and make the findings available in an online, easy-to-
understand database. In other words, we need to provide a map and database that tells all of us where the
different Romani dialects are used.

b. Field survey work

But there remains much to be done in determining where and to
what extent Romani dialects are spoken as heart languages. To do
this we need volunteers to use questionnaires and visit each Roma
community and find out what they speak. Practically speaking, we go
through a list of words and ask how they say them in their mother
tongue. We ask them how they express specific sentences in their
language. We ask them to what degree they use the national
language and when and how they use the Romani dialect, etc.

We then need to record this information and make a database so that we can compare what we find in one village with
what we find in another village. There is much more to this, but I do not have time to explain the process in detail.

We also need to have them listen to audio clips of Scripture in languages or dialects used nearby to see if they can
understand them. We have them read, or have them listen to another native speaker read, a Scripture portion in a



Romani dialect. We ask them questions to determine whether they have accurately understood the content of these
Scripture passages.

We will then plot our findings on a map and show where different dialects
are spoken and how close they are to other dialects in the region. We
need volunteers for this, those who themselves speak these languages
and can fill out language survey questionnaires and those who can visit
other Roma communities in order get this information.

2. Sharing research findings and survey results

The Roma Bible Society will act as a platform for the exchange of
information, collaboration between partner agencies and support of the
translation and distribution of quality Bible translations in all Romani
dialects which need it.

At the moment there is not one single resource providing all the relevant information about the Roma language situation,
about current and planned Bible translation projects, and about the production and distribution of translated Scripture.
One of the first projects of the Roma Bible Society will be a database where this information will be provided. This
database will serve as a basis for future project.

There must be a coordinated effort to determine which dialects need translation, so we must work together on this. Also,
it will not serve the overall goal if the information is kept to ourselves. We cannot be territorial, nor claim ownership over
a given geographical area or language. We must do all we can in our power to share information that will help others in
the process of Bible translation for the Roma.

This means that we need to hear from you and others who are Roma or live and work among Roma. We plan to set up
online forms on our website which you can access from your home so that you can share information about the use of
Roma dialects in your area.

3. Determining the need for Bible translation.

If the speakers of a Roma community use a Roma dialect as their heart
language and if they are passing it on to their children, then they need the
Bible in that dialect. If they cannot understand the Bible in a dialect that
already has the Bible, then we need to provide it for them in their dialect.

If Scripture is not available in a specific dialect and yet the need for
translation exists, those on the field need to know which groups are
currently targeting which dialects. We seek to encourage and collaborate, so that no one is re-inventing the wheel or
investing time and resources in a language project which is already being planned or accomplished by another group.

4. Finding Roma with a heart for Bible translation & train them.
To do this, we need to train Roma who speak Romani dialects as their heart language
and who have a desire to see the Bible put into that language. If they are willing and
available, and believe that this is a way they can serve the Lord, the next step is
training.

We first look for important qualities. This person much be able to speak that dialect
fluently. They must be committed to the task of making the Bible clear and
understandable to the other speakers of the Romani dialect. They must set aside time



to be trained how to translate the Bible. And they must be open to correction and willing to work with a team, with a
humble attitude.

It is not necessary for these Roma to move away from home and go off to university in order to be trained how to do Bible
translation. They can be trained either where they live, or by traveling to a nearby location for short training sessions. As
we have opportunity, we hope to make available Bible translation training available in audio and visual format which you
can find free on our website.

What do I mean by training? There are numerous issues related to translation and
translators need to be properly trained. They need to learn many things such as:

What is translation, and what makes a translation between two languages
accurate? How do you make sure that the translation is clear and understandable
to others? How do you translate idioms, metaphors or other figures of speech?
How do you translate if the Romani dialect has no word for something mentioned
in the Bible, or if the concept is unknown to the Roma in your area? Potential Bible
translators also have to learn how to write well in their dialect so that ideas are

expressed clearly and pleasantly. They must also be sure to use the correct alphabet and spelling for that dialect.

Potential mother-tongue Roma translators need to be trained in the theory and principles of Bible translation and given
opportunities to practice translating. They should not be left on their own. They must be coached through the entire
process of translating and need to make many drafts before they will be able to word everything correctly. Also, they will
test out their translations with others to make sure that it is understood. They will read their translations to others, have
other people read it themselves, and get thorough feedback to make sure that their translations are accurate, clear and
natural.

5. Translating or distributing the Bible in Stages

The Bible is a big book, consisting of 1,189 chapters, and the task of seeing it
translated in its entirety can be quite daunting. We suggest that the task be
broken down into smaller steps which both makes the project more
manageable and gives the translation team the opportunity to test smaller
sections and eventually distribute Scripture portions as they go along, rather
than waiting until the entire New Testament or Bible is complete. We also believe that translating and
distributing Old Testament sections should be done in the early stages of Bible translation, and not only after
the New Testament has been completed, since knowledge of many Old Testament stories and figures is
assumed in the New Testament. We therefore suggest that translation take place in the following stages.

I would like to emphasize that this is not only for translating the Bible into new Roma dialects. This approach
can be used with Scripture that is already translated. It allows you to distribute it in small portions which are
easier for Roma to read, rather than presenting them with an entire 1,000 page Bible at once.

Phrase 1 is a “Jesus is Lord” booklet which contains beautiful photographs
and graphics and presents the following stories from the life of Christ from
the Gospel of Luke: 7:1-10 (Jesus heals a centurion’s servant), 8:22-25 (Jesus
calms a storm), 8:26-39 (Jesus heals a man with a demon), 15:11-32 (the
parable of the Prodigal Son), and 19:1-10 (the story of Jesus and Zacchaeus).
The booklet also contains an introduction, transitions between stories and a
conclusion. Power is a significant issue in Roma life. These five stories were



chosen in order show that Jesus has power over sickness, over natural forces such as storms, over evil spirits,
over sin, and over guilt.

Phase 2 is the “Life of Christ” booklet. This Scripture portion includes ten
chapters from the life of Christ from the Gospel of Luke, including His
birth, sample teaching, death, resurrection and ascension (Luke 2, 4, 6, 7,
8, 15, 19, 22, 23 and 24). The booklet also contains an introduction,
transitions between chapters and a conclusion.

This builds on Phase 1 above and allows the translator to finish the
chapters started there. This also provides a good start on the Gospel of
Luke which would be very helpful if there are plans to dub the Jesus Film,
which is based on Luke.

Phase 3 contains selections from the Old Testament. This covers 20 of the main chapters of the Old Testament
(including chapters from Genesis, Exodus, Psalms, and Isaiah) and lays a solid
foundation for the Gospel. This booklet will also include an introduction,
transition paragraphs between chapters, and a conclusion.

Phase 4 is the “Panoramic Bible” and contains 52 chapters. It includes the
Scriptures translated in stages 1-3 above and also adds several key chapters
of the New Testament. With the completion of this “mini-Bible” we now have
the major chapters of the entire Bible, giving an overview or “panorama” of
all the Scriptures. With 52 chapters now completed, this provides a handy

reading program for new readers for reading one chapter for each week of a year.

Phase 5 contains selections from the Old Testament plus the full New Testament (280 chapters). This includes
all the passages translated in phases 1-4 above plus the remainder of the New Testament. Phase 6 is selections
from the Old Testament, complete Psalms, complete Proverbs, and the full New Testament (461 chapters). This
includes all the passages translated in phase 1-5 above plus the remainder of Psalms and Proverbs. Phase 7 is
the entire Old and New Testaments (1,189 chapters).

We encourage you to distribute as you go. It is increasingly costly and unnecessary to print large quantities of
Scripture portions and store them in warehouses and churches. With printing on demand our suggestion is to
only print what can be realistically distributed in a short period of time. There are many distribution methods
available, such as through the post, couriers, blitz teams, and local churches and the RBU/RBS network will
provide guidance and contacts to assist in the distribution of these materials.

C. Using Scripture in a Bible-Centered Ministry

I strongly encourage you to use the Scriptures in the heart language of the Roma you want to reach. But whether you
prefer to use the national language in ministry, or use a Romani dialect, the principle is the same: use the Bible. We have
talked about the need for Bible translation and production of Scripture portions. Now let’s talk about how to use these
Scriptures. All the Bible translation and printing in the world will do no good if the Bible is not used.



As Charles Spurgeon said, “There is dust enough on some of your Bibles to write
‘damnation’ with your fingers.” And again, “Perhaps there is no book more
neglected in these days than the Bible. I believe there are more moldy Bibles in this
world than there are of any sort of neglected books. We have no book that is so
much bought, and then so speedily laid aside and so little used, as the Bible.”

Let’s talk about application. How can we use the Scriptures in a Bible-centered
ministry?

Hand-out Scriptures. Go to the villages. Go to the market places. Go to people’s homes. Offer them God’s word. Ask if
you can pray for them as you give them the Scriptures. Tell them that you would be
happy to meet with them and explain its meaning.

Send Scripture portions through the post. Let people write in and request a copy
and if you are not able to go personally, mail it. Or hire a courier to go through an
area and deliver them.

Teach the Bible to children in their villages. Read the Bible to them and then explain
it with pictures and stories. Teach literacy through the Bible. Help children learn to
read. Help the mother’s learn to read so they can read the Bible to their children.

You can put it in a comic book format for those who are new to reading and perhaps need something easier to
understand, or for youth or children.

It may be very useful to have the Bible in two languages side by side, such as Serbian & Arli

Read the Bible from the pulpit in your churches. Paul told Timothy, “13 Until I come,
devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to exhortation, to teaching (1 Tim
4:13 ESV). When you preach, actually preach the Bible. Read it to your people.
Explain it verse by verse. Preach verse by verse through books of the Bible so that you
are sure that your people understand it and that you are preaching the whole
counsel of God. When you speak, actually read, and explain the Bible and tell your
hearers how they can obey it.

In Paul’s last speech to the Ephesian elders, he said, “20 …I did not shrink from declaring to you anything that was
profitable, and teaching you in public and from house to house (Acts 20:20, ESV) and “26 Therefore I testify to you this
day that I am innocent of the blood of all, 27 for I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole counsel of God (Acts
20:26-27, ESV)

Can you say that, too? Are you innocent of the blood of the people in your community? Have you taught them in
public and from house to house? Have you declared to them everything that was profitable? Have you declared to
them the whole counsel of God?

Read and teach the Bible in small groups. There is probably no better way to
make sure that people actually understand the Bible than to sit down in small
groups and read it and explain it to them. Remember that you cannot do it all
yourself. Train other believers to go to their neighbors’ homes and read the
Bible with them.

If you feel inadequate to do this and you feel that you need something written
out to help you explain the text to your people, please let us know. We can
work together to write Bible study materials that explain the Scriptures and
make them clear to your friends, neighbors and church members.

Explain the meaning of the Scriptures to those who listen to you. Notice that this is what Ezra did. “6 And Ezra blessed the
LORD, the great God, and all the people answered, ‘Amen, Amen,’ lifting up their hands. And they bowed their heads and



worshiped the LORD with their faces to the ground. 7 Also Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah,
Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, the Levites, helped the people to understand the Law, while the
people remained in their places. 8 They read from the book, from the Law of God, clearly, and they gave the sense, so that
the people understood the reading” (Ezra 8:6-8, ESV).

The people stood and listened while he read. And others—the people named here and the Levites—explained it to them.
The Scriptures were in Hebrew which was no longer the heart language of the Jews since they had been in captivity for
years, so perhaps these helpers orally translated it into Aramaic. The principle is that we need to make sure people
understand the Scriptures.

Make it a practice to read the Bible every day and encourage those in your
community to do the same. I encourage you to do it first thing in the morning
before other obligations and interruptions make it hard to find the time for Bible
reading. Encourage a Bible ready plan. Perhaps you want to have a plan written out
that has you read through a certain number of chapters of the Bible each day, so
that in a year or two you have read through the entire Bible. Perhaps you would be
helped by having a Bible reading devotional guide, i.e., something that explains each
day’s reading and helps you by explaining it and suggesting ways you can apply

what you have read.

Take time each day to read the Bible as a family. And encourage those in your
community to do the same. It does not have to be long or complicated. It can be
tailored to the needs of your family, depending on the age of your children.

I have seven children. Ever since they were just a few years old, we have met
together for daily family devotions. Three of my children are grown and out of the
house, but for the four who still live at home, each evening after supper, we
gather in the living room and we sing a few hymns, review about 20 verses which
we are memorizing, and then I read a chapter or two from the Bible to them, followed by a short explanation or
devotional thought to help them apply what we have read.

The famous, Shema, the heart of the OT, says this, ”4 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 5 You shall love
the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. 6 And these words that I command
you today shall be on your heart. 7 You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in
your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise” (Deut 6:4-7, ESV). This is the
challenge to us.

There are other ways to use Scripture in ministry. It can be read and taught over the
radio. It can be recorded and made available to listen to on the Internet or on phones or
mp3 players. You can record the Bible in Romani dialects and put this on the Internet
where people can download it for free. You can record the Bible and then put it on
YouTube with illustrations so people can watch it. You can make applications so that
people can read it on their phones. It can be put online and read on phones. It can be
shared through Facebook, Twitter and other social media. There are sites like
youversion.com and bible.is, where you can read or listen to the Bible for free.

4. Consequences of not having a Bible-centered ministry

I have observed a very sad tendency in my 20 years living in Eastern Europe. I have, time and again, seen Christian
workers and pastors with what cannot be called a Bible-centered ministry. I’ve seen them veer from the path in a number
of ways.



Some veer off the path by looking to other sources for ministry. They use the latest
fad, the newest gimmick, the newest best-selling Christian book from America, the
newest teaching series from the UK, or the newest film or literature crusade for
Germany. But they forget the centrality of the Scriptures. They do not give the
people God’s very own words.

Some go wherever the money is available. They will be involved in projects as long
as it will build them a big church building or give them a comfortable salary. As long

as they can keep the money coming in and the programs running, they are happy. They forget to make the Bible available
in a form that is inexpensive to buy and easy to read. In fact, some Bible translators or societies have been far more
concerned about copyrights and money and how much money they can make in administrative overhead from Bible
translation projects, than in getting God’s word into the hands of the people who need it.

Some exalt themselves rather than God and his word. They are territorial, being more concerned about protecting their
turf than in giving out God’s Word. They seek to control the members of their church. The pastors make all the decisions
and they do not let anything be done unless they say so. They do not exalt the Word of God and encourage church
members to read it for themselves and be bold in living the Word out and ministering to others. Their flocks stay small
because they drive people away with their pride, their controlling maneuvers and their selfish pettiness.

Some do not take the time to teach the Bible and make sure that the people in their church understand what it means.
They forget to take time to read it with their people and carefully explain what it means, like Ezra did.

5. Conclusion

So, in conclusion, my challenge is for you to use the Word of God in ministry. May you be able to stand before our Lord
Jesus Christ, and declare in all honesty that yours was a Bible-centered ministry, that you fed yourself personally on God’s
word, and that you read and taught the Scriptures to your family, to your friends, in your church and in your community!
May you always have a Bible-centered ministry…to the glory of God!


